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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-17 are pending in this office action. 

Priority 

2. This application claims priority to JAPAN 2002-298826 filed 10/1 1/2002. 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings filed 10/8/2003 are accepted by the examiner. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

5. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/08/03 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 
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7. Ciaims 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 6,185,615 by Labiaga et al. (Labiaga). 

8. With respect to claims 1 and 10, Labiaga teaches a log management 
apparatus (and corresponding computer readable storage medium) which is 
coupled to a plurality of terminal equipments via at least one network and 
manages a log of a file operation performed from one of the plurality of terminal 
equipments with respect to a file of another one of the plurality of terminal 
equipments, comprising: 

an input and output section to obtain data via the network, and to obtain 
and store trace data in a trace file by starting a trace in response to a file 
operation (Col. 4 lines 34-37, Col. 7 lines 1-15: system logs operations and starts 
a trace in response to a new operation); 

an extracting section to automatically extract predetermined modified 
contents with respect to a file from the trace file (Col. 7 lines 16-35, Col. 6 lines 
25-44: log entry stored including various extracted information regarding the 
operation); and 

a storing section to store the predetermined modified contents in a 
modification log file (Col. 7 lines 16-35: stored in a log). 

9. With respect to claims 4 and 13, Labiaga further teaches wherein said 
storing section stores the predetermined modified contents in the modification log 
file in a text format (Col. 7 lines 16-35, Col. 6 lines 25-44 and Fig. 3a and 3b). 

10. With respect to claims 5 and 14, Labiaga further teaches wherein the 
predetermined modified contents stored in the modification log file by said storing 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/680, 1 04 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2155 

section includes a modified position and modified content with respect to the file 
(Col. 7 lines 16-35, Col. 6 lines 25-44 and Fig. 3a and 3b). 

1 1 . With respect to claims 6 and 1 5, Labiaga further teaches wherein said 
extracting section stores the predetermined modified contents in a storage file in 
a text format in response to an end of the file operation (Col. 7 lines 16-35); and 
said storing section stores the predetermined modified contents in the 
modification log file in a text format based on the storage file (Col. 6 lines 25-44 
and Fig. 3a and 3b). 

12. With respect to claim 9, Labiaga further teaches wherein the log 
management apparatus is formed by at least one of the plurality of terminal 
equipments (Col. 4 line 57 - Col. 5 line 24). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

14. Claims 2-3 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Labiaga in view of U.S. Patent 2004/0088243 by Miller et al. 
(Miller). 



S 
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1 5. With respect to claims 2 and 1 1 , Labiaga teaches extracting the 
predetermined modified contents from the trace file based on an understanding 
of the network protocol (Col. 7 line 45 - Col. 8 line 40). 

Labiaga does not explicitly disclose the details for such understanding, 
and particularly does not disclose a template file to store a template having a 
data format for each network protocol employed by the network, said extracting 
section extracting the predetermined modified contents based on a comparison 
of the trace data within the trace file and the template within the template file. 
Miller teaches the use of a protocol template file that can be compared against 
incoming network traces for processing according to each network protocol 
employed by the network (Page 3 [0040]), 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to extract the predetermined modified contents from the 
trace file using the template file having a data format for each network protocol 
employed by the network protocol employed by the network as taught by Miller. 
Using the known technique of a template file in the extraction of predetermined 
modified contents from a trace file would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art. 

16. With respect to claims 3 and 12, Labiaga further teaches wherein the 
template includes at least one of a file edit command, a file delete command, a 
file create command and a file copy command (Col. 7 line 45 - Col. 8 line 40). 
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17. Claims 7-8 and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Labiaga in view of U.S. Patent 5,047,977 by Hill et al. (Hill). 

18. With respect to claims 7 and 16, Labiaga further teaches the use of logs 
for management and monitoring purposes (Col. 1 lines 11-23). 

However, Labiaga does not explicitly disclose a display section to send a 
display screen which is based on the modification log file (Col. 3 lines 18-23) to 
an arbitrary one of the plurality of terminal equipments via the network, in 
response to a request from the arbitrary one of the plurality of terminal 
equipments (Col. 2 lines 49-63 and Col. 8 lines 36-66). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the apparatus disclose by Labiaga and modify it as 
indicated by Hill such that it further comprises a display section to send a display 
screen which is based on the modification log file to an arbitrary one of the 
plurality of terminal equipments via the network, in response to a request from 
the arbitrary one of the plurality of terminal equipments. One would be motivated 
to have this as there is need for enabling a user to retrieve errors and other 
messages in a user friendly manner (In Hill: Col. 1 lines 25-28). 

19. With respect to claims 8 and 17, Labiaga further teaches wherein said 
display section includes a message which indicates an existence of an abnormal 
operation in the display screen, if the abnormal operation exists in the 
modification log file (In Hill: Col. 5 lines 6-11 and Col. 8 line 36-66). 
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Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

21. U.S. Patent 5,740,355 by Watanabe et al. April 14, 1998 - Discloses 
extraction of application logs from packets and performance analysis of the 
application logs. 

22. U.S. Patent 5,787,253 by McCreery et al. July 28, 1998 - Discloses an 
internet activity analyzer that analyzes captured packets and includes an 
application level protocol translator for discerning high level information regarding 
transactions between nodes. 

23. U.S. Patent 6,470,388 by Niemi et al. October 22, 2002 - Discloses a 
system for centrally coordinated collection and storing of error, trace and audit 
information into a log file. 

24. U.S. Patent 6,651,099 by Dietz et al. November 18, 2003 - Discloses 
network packet monitoring. Particularly discloses protocol description language 
files which describe both patterns and states of protocols at any layer. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to David Lazaro whose telephone number is 
571-272-3986. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




David Lazaro 
August 15, 2007 



